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RESERVES (NATIONAL PARKS, CONSERVATION PARKS AND OTHER RESERVES) BILL 2004 
Second Reading 

Resumed from 24 November. 

HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West) [3.10 pm]:  This is the last of the reserves Bills.  The Bill was sent 
off to the Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation and General Purposes at the insistence of Hon Norman 
Moore.  The Opposition supports the Bill, but it does not support the lack of management plans and fire control, 
the closing of access tracks and the uncertainty over future mining and exploration, especially where mines 
already exist and have existed for many years.  The Opposition does not support the general haste with which 
these Bills are being introduced in the last days of this Government’s term of office, when it has had four years 
to get the Bills here.   

I highlighted our concerns during the debate on the other two reserves Bills.  The Opposition is not opposed to 
national parks or the creation of national parks, as many of these were put together under the Regional Forest 
Agreement by the Liberal Government.  This third Bill is of concern because of the amount of forest to be locked 
up and the area in which it is to be locked up.  The Bill creates 261 000 hectares of new national park, 
55 743 hectares of new nature reserve, 2 609 hectares of new conservation park and 867 hectares of new 
Conservation and Land Management Act section 5(1)(h) reserve; that is, 320 219 hectares in the south west.   

The 1998 report “Mineral occurrences and exploration potential of the south west Western Australia” is of 
particular interest to me as the area is in my electorate.  The newly created Hester and Kerr Conservation Parks 
are situated next to the Greenbushes tantalum mine, which has created a huge economic boost to my town of 
Bridgetown and to Western Australia in general.  It used to be the old tin mine.  I think it has been operating 
since the late 1880s or early 1900s.  The area also contains lithium, tin, vanadium, nickel and base metals such as 
copper, lead and zinc to mention but a few. 

For the record I will now list where these parks are to be created.  Clause 7 of the Bill provides for the creation 
of new class A reserve No 47891 in the Shires of Denmark and Plantagenet, provisionally named Mt Lindesay 
National Park, situated about 10 kilometres north of Denmark and comprising an area of 39 541 hectares.  
Clause 8 provides for the creation of new class A reserve No 47889 in the Shires of Denmark and Manjimup.  
Mt Frankland South National Park is about five kilometres west of Walpole and comprises an area of 
42 283 hectares.  Clause 9 provides for the creation of reserve No 47885 in the Shires of Bridgetown-
Greenbushes, Donnybrook-Balingup and Nannup.  This class A national park, provisionally named Dalgarup 
National Park, is situated approximately 12 kilometres west of Bridgetown and comprises an area of 
2 377 hectares.  Clause 10 provides for the creation of reserve No 47888 in the Shire of Manjimup.  This new 
class A national park, provisionally named Mt Frankland North National Park, is situated about 30 kilometres 
north of Walpole and comprises an area of 22 053 hectares.   

Reserve No 40837 in the Shire of Manjimup - Mt Frankland National Park - was created in 1998.  It is situated 
about 18 kilometres north of Walpole and comprises an area of about 30 830 hectares.  Clause 12 provides for 
the creation of reserve No 47887 in the Shires of Busselton and Augusta-Margaret River.  This new class A 
national park, named Whicher National Park, is situated about 18 kilometres south east of Busselton and 
comprises 6 343 hectares.  Reserve No 47886 in the Shires of Manjimup and Cranbrook provides for a new class 
A national park named Lake Muir National Park, which is situated approximately 20 kilometres west of Rocky 
Gully and comprises an area of around 9 625 hectares. 

Reserve No 47878 in the Shires of Manjimup and Nannup provides for a new class A national park provisionally 
named Greater Hawke National Park, which is situated approximately 15 kilometres south of Pemberton and 
comprises an area of around 4 004 hectares. 

Reserve No 47890 in the Shires of Denmark, Manjimup and Plantagenet provides for a new class A national 
park named Mt Roe National Park, which is about 25 kilometres north west of Denmark and comprises an area 
of 127 726 hectares. 

These reserves are all around my electorate.  I want to put on record exactly where they are and how much land 
they comprise.   

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  That should be in your briefing notes. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  Yes, it is in the briefing notes but I will be sending notes to people to let them 
know how much land in their area will be locked up and it is, therefore, important that it be on the record. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  That’s okay; they might be happy. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  I saw the minister grimacing a little, so I thought I would put on record the exact 
location of these parks. 
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Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  I am not grimacing; I think they will be happy. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  I thought the minister might be interested to re-hear where they are. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  I have read my briefing notes and I know where they are. 

Hon Simon O’Brien:  Where are they? 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  Yes, where are they?  In which direction is Mt Frankland? 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  It’s in your briefing notes. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  Yes, I know, but whereabouts is it?  Does it start from Bridgetown?  Where is Mt 
Frankland?   

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  You are pathetic! 

Hon Bill Stretch:  The public does not get briefing notes. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  The public does not get briefing notes, no.   

Reserve No 47877 in the Shire of Nannup provides for a new class A national park provisionally named Easter 
National Park, which is situated about 16 kilometres south of Nannup and comprises an area of 2 985 hectares.  
It is very beautiful country too. 

Reserve No 47956 in the Shire of Augusta-Margaret River provides for a new class A national park named 
Bramley National Park, which is situated near Margaret River townsite and comprises 3 892 hectares.  

I now refer to conservation parks.  Reserve No 47892 in the Shire of Bridgetown-Greenbushes provides for the 
creation of a new class A conservation park named Hester Conservation Park, which is about six kilometres 
north east of Bridgetown and comprises an area of 2 302 hectares.  

Reserve No 47893 in the Shire of Donnybrook-Balingup provides for a new conservation park named Kerr 
Conservation Park, which is eight kilometres north of Balingup and comprises an area of 307 hectares. 

In part 4 of the legislation, reserve No 47879 in the Shires of Boyup Brook, Manjimup and Cranbrook provides 
for a new class A nature reserve for the purpose of conservation of flora and fauna.  It has been provisionally 
named the Tone-Perup Nature Reserve, is situated approximately 35 kilometres east of Manjimup and comprises 
an area of 55 935 hectares. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  Are you just going to describe every parcel of land in your notes? 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  No.  Does the minister not want to know about the area? 

Hon Barry House:  So she will understand. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  Yes, so that the minister will understand. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  Are you going to make any other point, apart from just explaining what is in your 
briefing notes? 

Hon Derrick Tomlinson:  Just be patient; we’ve got all week. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  The minister should sit and listen. 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT:  Order, members!  Hon Robyn McSweeney has the call. 

Hon Simon O’Brien interjected. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  You won’t need to go on a holiday because you have had one for the best part of the 
year. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  My goodness, we are testy today, are we not, minister?  Reserve No 46405 in the 
Shire of Denmark provides for the creation of a new section in the Conservation and Land Management Act for 
the purpose of conservation, recreation, future reservoir and water infrastructure, and comprises 876 hectares. 

That is, therefore, more than 320 219 hectares of land locked up in one Bill and, as I said, all around my 
electorate.  The Bill was referred to the Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation and General Purposes and I 
will concentrate on the evidence that was given to the committee by Dr Griffin of the Department of Industry 
and Resources.  The Government’s policy is that there will be no mining in national parks.  The Government was 
elected on that policy, and it will need to live with that policy.  I read somewhere that the level of mining 
exploration has reduced by 47 per cent since 2000.  Dr Griffin said in his evidence that the Department of 
Industry and Resources is trying to promote Western Australia as a destination for international exploration 
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dollars in both minerals and petroleum.  The value of the in-ground mineral resources in the south west has been 
estimated at $660 billion.  Mineral and petroleum resources provided 37.3 per cent of Australia’s total exports of 
goods and services in 2003-04, and there is potential for further development.  Export earnings in 2003-04 
amounted to $53.14 billion, to which coal contributed $11.31 billion, petroleum and gas contributed 
$8.23 billion, and iron ore contributed $5.42 billion..   

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  Can you speak up, please.  I cannot hear you. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  I could go back to the beginning and then the minister would really know where 
all these areas are. 

These industries employ 104 300 people directly, and they employ many thousands more indirectly through the 
provision of industry services.   

When Dr Griffin was asked whether there was a prohibition on mining or exploration in conservation reserves, 
he replied -  

That is why those two proposals for Hester and Kerr were turned into conservation parks rather than 
national parks.  There were tenements over those areas at the time this was proposed.  We argued that 
they were areas of high prospectivity and should come under a multiple land use category.   

I asked during the debate on the first and second Bills what is meant by multi-use category.  I did not get an 
answer to that question, so I will come back to that matter when we get to clause 3.  My question is: when the 
current tenements over these parks run out, is it the Government’s intention to turn them into national parks?   

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  Which ones were they?   

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  Hester and Kerr.  I understand that because mining is already taking place in 
those parks, they have been turned into conservation parks, but I will be seeking some clarification of the 
minister’s comments on that matter.   

There is an active exploration permit for petroleum in the Greater Hawke National Park, and an exploration 
permit for petroleum has been granted in Whicher National Park.  My question is: if the requirements for those 
permits were not met in some way, would those licences be revoked; and, if they were revoked, would any new 
mining permits be granted in those two parks?  My colleagues in the other House have raised matters with regard 
to fire control, dieback, noxious weeds, wild animals and feral pigs.  I have put on record my concerns about 
those same issues.   

Hon Bruce Donaldson:  What about extra funding for CALM?  Has that been mentioned? 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  I did mention during debate on the first and second Bills that the Department of 
Conservation and Land Management has about 23 million hectares of land to manage throughout the State.  It is 
probably more than that.  I understand that an extra $30 million has been given to CALM.  However, it does not 
have sufficient resources to manage the total land area for which it is responsible.  The Government does not 
have a detailed management plan in place for these new national parks.  All it has done is release one generic 
management plan with “2004-2013” stamped on it.  I believe that in ramming through these three Bills, the 
Government is putting my electorate in grave danger.  These proposed new national parks are surrounded by 
private land.  Many of the people whom I represent live on that private land.  I believe the legislation is 
fundamentally flawed.   

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  Why is it flawed?  

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  No management plans are in place.  A huge fire burnt through Fitzgerald 
National Park very recently.  

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  Your Government was in power for eight years and it didn’t have half the management 
plans in place.  

Hon George Cash:  We didn’t start the fire.  

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  Hon George Cash is pathetic.  

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  We are not pathetic; the minister should listen.  I cannot describe how horrific 
and damaging are the effects of fire.  Two people died from the effects of the fire in Tenterden last year.  It was a 
loss to the community.  I attended the memorial service for those two people.  The whole town hall was packed 
with people.  Such tragedies affect the community and cause not only physical but also emotional damage.  As 
Minister for Local Government and Regional Development, Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich must be very aware of the 
effects of fire.  The potential for serious fires exists all around the regions.  Fire control is extremely important. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  What would you do?   
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Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  I am not in government and I am not sitting where the minister is sitting.  
Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  I have already explained what the Government is doing.   
Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  I know what I would do, but I do not have to explain it; Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich’s 
party is in government, she is the minister and she is responsible. 
The fire season started with a fire in the D’Entrecasteaux National Park, followed by a fire in Baldivis last week 
and the fire in the Fitzgerald River National Park, which, as I said, was burning only a few days ago.  The 
Government has been closing access roads when, nationally, people have been calling for a review of this 
practice because they want it stopped.  The Greens are having a direct influence on departments as they try their 
hardest to prevent controlled burning because it sometimes results in smog surrounding the metropolitan area.   

Several members interjected. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  The notion of scientific research has been thrown out the window to appease the 
emotions of some, and those emotions have caused much pain in my electorate.   

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT:  Order members!  I am sure the Hansard reporter cannot hear the speaker who has the call.  

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  Thank you, Mr President.  The minister must have chewed on raw bones this 
morning; she is barking very well today!   

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  That’s a bit below the belt.  

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  As I have said before, my electorate is not a very wealthy area and my 
constituents use wood as fuel for heating and cooking because most people find that it is the cheapest fuel.  Local 
governments and the Department of Environment have been given the power to serve abatement notices on 
residents whose chimneys emit too much smoke.  If this Government does not get its act together, it will not be 
long before there are no smoking chimneys.  Last week when I spoke on the Reserves (National Parks and 
Conservation Parks) Bill 2004, the minister said that I should think again if I thought people would not travel for 
miles to get wood.  A number of my constituents are single mothers, and they must buy their wood.  That adds a 
cost to household expenses.  The new regulations will cause trouble in my electorate because my constituents 
depend on wood for their heating.  Although I acknowledge that wood can be obtained from some areas of state 
forest, I would like to know exactly where.   

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  I showed you a map last week.  

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  Yes.  The Government must educate people.  They will not travel miles to find 
wood; they will take their chances in nearby forests and break the law.  The Government must take quick action 
to ensure that stations are established where people can buy their wood cheaply.  That is something both Hon 
Christine Sharp and I agree on; she no doubt because of the animals in the forest and I because of the welfare of 
families.  Will this Bill be dealt with in committee?   

Hon Norman Moore:  That is up to you. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  I would like that.  

Hon Norman Moore:  We will go into committee then. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  I thank the Leader of the Opposition for that. 

HON CHRISTINE SHARP (South West) [3.28 pm]:  On behalf of the Greens (WA) I am pleased to support 
this Bill.  This is the third of the reserves Bills, which will create a further 10 new national parks in the south 
west forest as well as a new nature reserve, two conservation parks and a small reserve on the Denmark River.  

The outstanding aspects of this Bill are the provisions for the Walpole wilderness area.  In fact, several clauses in 
the Bill provide for areas that will make up parts of the Walpole wilderness area.  They include, for example, the 
new reserves at Mt Lindesay, Mt Frankland South, Mt Frankland North and Mt Roe.  They are different blocks 
that together will add to existing conservation reserves and create a magnificent area of wilderness on the south 
coast.  I also acknowledge the implementation by the Minister for the Environment of a new policy, announced 
on 30 October, for wilderness management that will protect the State’s wilderness areas.  The definition of 
“wilderness” is -  

. . . an area substantially unchanged by European intervention, with large and remote areas to protect 
biodiversity and ecological processes over the long term,” . . .  

The minister has chosen to use criteria adopted from the Australian Heritage Commission’s natural wilderness 
inventory, which includes key criteria such as remoteness from settlement and remoteness from access.  The 
minister is proposing a minimum size for wilderness areas of 8 000 hectares in the southern part of the State and 
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20 000 hectares in the arid, semi-arid and tropical regions.  The critical thing about this new wilderness policy is 
that it means that the 8 000 hectares, which comprises a large part of the Walpole wilderness area, will be 
accessible only by foot.  There will be no developed walk trails, signs, track markers and so on to encourage any 
scale of visitation.  Wherever possible, ground-disturbing fire management activities will be conducted outside 
the wilderness areas.  The whole point is to create islands of naturalness that will be largely protected and 
untouched by modern society.  By creating these reserves today we will be implementing a first for Western 
Australia and setting aside the State’s first designated wilderness area, something that will be recognised for 
decades to come in this State and in my region in the south west. 

The Reserves (National Parks, Conservation Parks and Other Reserves) Bill 2004 also includes proposals for the 
Dalgarup National Park.  That proposal has not been included specifically because it is an old-growth forest; it 
has been included as a result of an independent assessment process for additional areas of high conservation 
value.  Dalgarup will be included in the reserve system through that process.  Other blocks - such as Helms block 
near Nannup and Arcadia block near Collie - should have been included in the reserve system through that same 
assessment process.  Those blocks were poorly assessed in that process and could be found to be far more 
suitable for inclusion in the reserve system.  However, there will be a significant further addition to the proposed 
Dalgarup National Park, which is not part of this Bill, following the Government’s announcement on Thursday 
last to purchase Nunn block from the National Trust, which is located adjacent to the Dalgarup National Park.  
Nunn block contains some outstanding stands of old-growth blackbutt forest, which is now extremely rare in the 
south west.  The Government’s decision to ensure the protection of that area through its purchase from the 
National Trust, which had, in a controversial way, put the block on the open market, will provide a further 
complement to the proposed Dalgarup National Park, which is included in the Bill today. 

The Greens (WA) are also very pleased that the forest management plan proposal that the Tone Perup area 
should be dedicated as a nature reserve rather than a national park has been taken up in the Bill.  Members would 
be aware that Tone Perup region has outstanding fauna values, largely because of the compositions of the forest 
understorey in that area; that is, it has many gastrolobium species that are extremely toxic to the exotic fauna.  
Nevertheless, over the eons our native fauna has become immune to that plant life by grazing on it.  If a fox 
strays into this area and hunts the native fauna, the native mammals act as poison bait and kill the foxes.  In this 
way, this area has been able to remain an area of fauna richness, and, indeed, the principal area of fauna richness 
in the entire south west forest.  The only area with anything approaching those fauna values for a range of 
threatened species are areas around St John block over toward Nannup, including Helms block that I just 
mentioned.  The Greens (WA) regard Tone Perup as an incredibly important area.  All members thinking about 
undertaking eco-tourism should go to the visitors centre and enter the forest and do some spotlighting or some 
bushwalking during the day.  It is extraordinary to be in a section of the forest with abundant small animals.  
There are not many places in which that can be done - it is a place of great significance.   

Having said all those positive words, the Bill contains some disappointments for some conservation groups in the 
south west.  I comment in particular on the Hester block, which is approximately 4 000 hectares in total; 
however, only 2 302 hectares of that area will be a dedicated conservation park in delivering the Government’s 
old-growth policy.  The west Hester block and the south Hester blocks are not included in the reserve proposals 
because of their mineral prospectivity.  In fact, the west Hester block is to be a forest conservation area, which 
means that it is protected from timber harvesting and is proposed to be a conservation park.  The south Hester 
blocks, which are also omitted, are also “forest conservation areas”, which is a designated term in the forest 
management plan.  However, a south Hester block is not proposed to be included in the conservation park in due 
course.  We understand that the Hester block is considered to be prospective; in fact, active exploration may be 
occurring in that area at the moment.  Therefore, we understand the justification for this.  However, I emphasise 
that I am very keen for the original commitment to preserve the whole of the Hester forest blocks as a forest 
conservation park. 

The local community of Balingup is disappointed about Kerr block, which appears at clause 19 of the Bill.  Kerr 
block, which overlays the Balingup metamorphic complex, is considered also to be prospective land and 
exploration rights over it have been granted.  Therefore, all the reserves that this Bill and the other Bills will 
create will be A-class reserves, with the exception of Kerr block and the small catchment area on the Denmark 
River, which appears in the last clause of the Bill.  Kerr block will be a conservation park but it will not be an A-
class reserve, which is greatly disappointing to the people of Balingup because no other area of forest close to 
Balingup is to remain protected.  In fact, nine species of mammals and 37 species of birds have been identified in 
that forest. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  Was the chuditch included? 

Hon CHRISTINE SHARP:  It was.  The honourable minister will remember that we debated in this place the 
sighting of a chuditch and the significance of that sighting. 
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Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  Do you remember when I asked whether the chuditch was related to the Ravlich? 

Hon Simon O’Brien:  What common characteristics do they have? 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  They are both cute! 

Hon Simon O’Brien:  Do they have sniffly whiskers or burrow underground? 

Hon CHRISTINE SHARP:  After 12 or more years of conservation work and local lobbying for this area - the 
only such area in close proximity to Balingup - to be set aside for the reserve purposes, it is a great 
disappointment that at the last moment that reserve has not been given A-class status.  I also have a question to 
ask the minister regarding the Kerr block.  Under clause 19, 307 hectares will be excised from Kerr state forest 
block and listed as a new conservation park.  I want to check that with the minister because it appears that the 
Government has accepted the submissions on extending the area of the conservation park to include the 
watershed at the top of the hill along Jackson Road, which is a great idea.  In fact, I wrote a submission on it - 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  Well, it must be great then.  Can you ask that in committee? 

Hon CHRISTINE SHARP:  It must be a great idea!  I wrote a submission on it to ensure that less disturbance 
occurs to that area. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  Can you raise that in committee? 

Hon CHRISTINE SHARP:  If we are to go into committee, I will be happy to raise it.  Otherwise, if the minister 
is not able to respond to my concerns today, perhaps she can provide me with information on it in the future. 

As I mentioned when we were dealing with the first of the reserves Bills was introduced into Parliament, my 
office contacted most of the forest groups that are still functioning in the south west to get feedback from 
everybody on the proposed reserves.  Generally speaking, people thought that the Government had captured the 
boundaries very successfully.  It seems that the few outstanding problem areas relate to this last Bill.  I have 
already mentioned Hester.  Half of it is missing from the conservation park, and Kerr has not been listed as an A-
class reserve.  Also, a significant number of submissions were written about an area of Easter block requesting 
that the area between Sputnik Road and Dixon Road be included.  That has not occurred, and may be connected 
to the fact that Barlee Brook is considered to be a suitable dam site.  Perhaps that is one reason that the Easter 
forest block boundaries have been kept very small and do not include the proposed additional areas of very high-
quality forest.  I understand that there is a fauna release site for woylie in Easter block, which has also not been 
included in the reserve system.  That again is a disappointment.   

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  How are the woylie numbers?   

Hon CHRISTINE SHARP:  The woylie is doing fairly well these days, thanks to the amount of fox baiting that 
has been undertaken by the department for some time.  Both woylie and chuditch numbers are recovering as a 
result of the lessening of the impact of fox predation, which is a wonderful thing.  Having said that, there is no 
doubt that particular colonies of these mammals may become extinct in areas that are intensively logged.  
Therefore, it is important that that kind of disturbance should avoid anything to do with fauna habitat.   

I believe that there was also a proposal for the Whicher block to include the entire forested section of the Abba 
River catchment.  Most of the Abba River, which flows towards Busselton, is in non-forested areas.  It would 
have been really great for the Whicher block to be extended to provide protection for the upper catchment of the 
Abba River, but that unfortunately has not occurred.  One small area to the west of the extended Tone Perup 
block was proposed to be reserved but has not been included in the Bill.  The Bill contains a few small 
disappointments.  In the case of Hester it is not really a small disappointment, because it involves half of the 
extent of Hester.  However, we acknowledge that, as a forest conservation area, the statutory requirements of the 
forest management plan mean that those blocks will not be logged.   

With those qualifications, this is an amazing package of new reserves; in fact, it is an awesome package of new 
reserves.  It is important that we recognise that a step is being taken to put something in place for a long time.  
The Government is doing a very far-sighted thing.  This will be recognised for generations to come as a huge 
commitment to the conservation of the flora and fauna of the south west.  Many people in my electorate have 
been waiting for a call from me, because they are keen to know when the third and last of the reserves Bills is 
passed through the Parliament.  The parliamentary process seems inscrutable to most people, so they do not quite 
relax until they know that things have been completed.  I assure members that quite a few bottles of champagne 
will be popped around the south west this evening as the last of these reserves Bills completes its passage 
through the Parliament.  I congratulate the Minister for the Environment for her dedicated work on this issue, 
and I thank the Government for delivering on the policy that brought it to government in the last state election.  I 
heartily commend the Bill to the House.   
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HON LJILJANNA RAVLICH (East Metropolitan - Minister for Local Government and Regional 
Development) [3.48 pm]:  The Government is very proud of its achievements with these three Bills, with this 
being the last of them.  Hon Christine Sharp’s comments sum up the situation: this is really unprecedented 
legislation.  Labor came to government with a very strong agenda of protecting the environment.  I am proud to 
say that the Government has delivered in that regard.  I am sure that Hon Christine Sharp has some 
disappointments with the legislation, but we are not in Utopia.  I think the Government has delivered a package 
that is as good as anybody can expect, and it is certainly proud of that package.  I think the member will agree 
with me when I say that she is probably a bit surprised at just how good the package is.  It may not be 110 per 
cent, but it would be pretty close to 100 per cent.  In that regard we are pretty pleased with ourselves.   

Hon Robyn McSweeney has once again raised a couple of key issues that relate to the area she represents and 
about which her constituents in the great southern region have some concerns.  I will not go into specific detail 
vis-a-vis management plans, but I put on the record that she has the view that every park, reserve and 
conservation area should have its own defined management plan.  That is the impression I got.   

Hon Robyn McSweeney interjected. 

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  Unfortunately, we are not there.  Western Australia currently has 69 national 
parks.  Of those 69 national parks, 17 are covered by specific management plans and a further 34 are covered in 
general terms by regional scale management plans via the forest management plan of 2004-13 and the 
Department of Conservation and Land Management’s goldfields and south coast regional management plan.  
Therefore, 51 of the 69 national parks are covered by a specific or regional Conservation and Land Management 
Act management plan.  That is not a bad achievement.   

Hon Robyn McSweeney:  It was put in place by the Liberal Government, not your Government.   

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  The simple fact is that many of these management plans have been implemented 
in the past four years under this Government.  The member can interject all she likes, but the simple fact is that 
the Liberal Party was in government for eight years and this matter was not a high priority.  In fact, protecting 
the environment was barely a priority at all.  I do not think it even registered on its radar.   

Several members interjected.  

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  Listen to members opposite.  They have been dead all year long and they start to 
wake up in the last couple of days of the session.   

Hon Robyn McSweeney has the view that every base should be covered by a management plan.  We will work 
to achieve that outcome.  Another issue the member raised was that of fire management.  We have gone through 
that issue.  We have debated it on two previous occasions.  We acknowledge the very important need for good 
fire management and we have initiated a number of programs.  As I indicated earlier, we have also allocated 
$24 million to a program in that regard.  We have also spoken about wild animals and dieback matters, so I will 
not go into them.   

One of the key issues in this third reserves Bill is prospectivity.  It was raised by Hon Norman Moore during the 
debate prior to the second reading when the Bill was sent to a committee.  The first Bill was referred to the 
Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation and General Purposes, the second Bill got a pass out and was not 
referred, but the third Bill was referred to the committee.  In hindsight, that was a pretty good initiative because 
it enabled Hon Norman Moore to participate in that committee’s hearing and to ask a range of questions about 
issues relating to prospectivity.  I note that during the committee hearing on Monday, 15 November, the 
prospectivity of each new reserve and park that will be created by the Bill and the matters relating to resource 
prospectivity were discussed.  In his capacity as a participating member, Hon Norman Moore had the 
opportunity to go through the Bill clause by clause and ask questions of Mr Keiran McNamara, the Executive 
Director of the Department of Conservation and Land Management, and Ms Sharon Colliss, the policy officer at 
the Department of Conservation and Land Management.  Given that this was an issue of some pressing concern 
to Hon Norman Moore, I hope he received satisfactory responses to the issues he raised. 

Having noticed that there are no amendments on the notice paper for this Bill, I will move that we proceed - 

The PRESIDENT:  Minister, we really must do the second reading first, and then you can seek leave.  

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  Yes, we must do the second reading, but since there is no need to go into 
committee on the Bill, my preference is that when the House concludes the second reading debate, it then 
proceed forthwith to the third reading.  I urge the House to support the second reading.  

Question put and passed. 

Bill read a second time.  
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Leave granted to proceed forthwith to third reading. 

Third Reading 

Bill read a third time, on motion by Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich (Minister for Local Government and Regional 
Development), and passed.  
 


